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 ? ]{Comparat1ve Flshlng

,as_. Although & Watch Wlll be kept on changes and adaptatlons 1n
ﬁriflshlng gear durlng the year it is. ‘considercd that sufflclent 1n«1
oo formation has now been’ gathered from inter-ship comparlsons From
ff?hthese and garlier underwater photogfaphlc studies it is: apparent
wthat the time has come to direct some effort to the study of the .
behaviour of fish in relation to. the trawl or other gear by thchﬂ*au
7 they . are captured. . It is hope& “therefore, that in 1958 it .will
~ L ber possible to carry out’ these studles using: underwater Camerau;,'f;jr
-s[p¢alone or- operated by frogmen Partlcular attentlon will be paldj o
=q ;to tho behav1cur of flSh in relatlon to the on-comlng trawl S

G Bevelopmental work on types of pelaglc trawl will be- undgrw fﬂffﬁ
;j tak@n Wlth 8 V1ew to fluhl@g the gear upcn speclflc shoalﬁ SR

S Work on mesh selectlan W111 1nclude 8- speclal study of the
-;qj[selectlon oglves of varlous meshes. suitable for soles and small o -
© o pound fish of commercial valueg and . an’ attempt will be made to_ﬁff”5**
< employ a-mesh giving 4 double selection, i.e. one that will let "
S smalls Flatfish escape, which would normally be- rbtalnod by a mesh?fng
'“;Q;W1th a. sultable selectlon p01nt for roundfzsh _ S

' _Sgra Exnerlmenﬁs are to be carrmed out to- dlscover 1f the Sprat
RO TR shoals of the S.E. Enngsh coast are sultable for capture
by pelaglc trawlsy'as more and more attention igh belng given: to '
Sothis class of gear by local fzshery authorities, It is not . S

sintended to! devote much. tlme to blologlcal work on thlﬁ flsh owzng i
Lo to othep ccmmltments = . S SEm T

”f*?Pllchard . Work on the pllchards of the eastcrn Channel Wlll be
RO T o gonfined to tagging. experlments deslgned to dlSCOVBf it
;"?;the relatlonshlp between these flqh and those found 1n Oornlsh g
'cwfwaters - s R S U L

1[:P1a1ce The serles of surveyu of the plalce spawnlng greund 1n -
sl T “the. southurn North Seca Wthh have been made each year *,**'**
o gines: 1946 will be discontinusd in 1953, ' They will be succeedsd. - =
Lo by an. attem@t 0" trace’ the same part of’ the drifting populqtien ofh'
i plaice larvae as it flows along with the water in which it is’ = -
Loiicarried,. and to deﬁermlne the mortallty of succesglve: stages of L
i larvae up to the time of metamorphosis.  The work will teke” placoﬁjﬁj
Silbetween mid-Jeanuary and the end. of  March: and it is not llkely that -
it canbe completp Jinoone "deift', it is . expected that two drifts oo
willibe arranged. s In order-to carry out this programme four IO
cooday eruises ofl tne steam trawler SIR LANCELOT. and two . 5-day cruises: -
" of .the motor trawler PLATESSA will be made avallable. and devzceu;;ﬁv e
~will be employed to indicate the drift of the water mass so that
" “the ships may keop station in the "drifts”. - Assessments of the:
-a;.:abun&ancc of T<group plalcc will be made with the young plazce-~-
~trawl o in Bridlington ‘Bay in June, for comparison with similar’ tm_.
:,_f-surveys made off Esbjerg, and it is hoped, on. other parts of the:f-?ﬂ
';_Eurapean coast of the Noytn Sea RN FRRE : .

Sl Iu co~operatlon Nlth Holland the age—censum and d@nszty
-.,”Tsurvey of plaice along’ the" Lemsn-Texel: llne Wlll be carrle& out 1n i
hjﬁiJanuary, APPll July dnd Gctober. T e R R

S An experament to determzne the rate of dlSp@PSlon of plalce
[ﬁ%-by releaszng marked fish Lfrom & spe61a1 pattern of release polnts
F“¢gls de&mgncd tc take placu 1n December.,;.; RERSRE : ) G
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;::7ftet10n of plaice to the Dogger Benk =~ a special survey of the = 1
-~ penthos up-growth in an ares of the: Texel and e repetltlon of thej””
1952 observations will be underteken. To ‘implement this pro- .

p;pAprll end May and agazn Ans Getober and November

In'eonnectlon W1thja”proposa1 for'the 1arge—ecale traneplen"'

e?gramme two cruises of 120 stations and 10-12 daYS Wlll be made An

o Tank experlmente en tae rate of development of plalce larvae
: 1n relatzon to temperature and the usual market obserVatlone at

':;".'.-"'_Englleh flshlﬂg pOI‘ts Wll}. be Contlnu@d

’e[}Sole © ‘Samples “for otolltn readlngs once a euarter and for 1engthf;f

"“ﬂmafket

o meaeuremente once_a Week Wlll be taken at Lowesteft flsh

1ﬁ3P1ankton = The 1ong term programme of Heneen net obeervetlone on
' “the- Flamborough Line between April and September and

the fat and dry-welght' oboervetlons taken on. a cruise in June off’ ]fﬂ

_the W.E. coast will be continued. Special Hensen net grlde will

”ﬂ'aleo ‘be made over the area. mnvestlgated for plalce food

JEfny&rography Ae 1ncludea in- thu anlleh Prov1e10na1 Pregramme :;3iﬁ
R _ B submztted to the Hydregraphle Cemmlttee._;__;; R

R S Wlmpenny
9 52 .

.;Flsherles Leboratoryg **.ff;;_v}ﬁf=-f""

”fﬂTLewestoft




